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An undecided battle

Verenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie (Dutch East India Company, 

henceforth VOC

the colonial past, such as its economic system, or the interaction between the Dutch and local 

VOC
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Whereas historians of  the Dutch colonial past grew less interested in the military aspects of  their 

and powerful in relation to the rest of  the world, many authors suspect that part of  the answers 

they are looking for are to be found in the military balance between East and West, and by implica

VOC

De Verenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie: Tussen oorlog 

en diplomatie
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from the 16th century onwards goes back a long time,  it has once again become an issue of  debate 

The Military Revolution: Military innovation and 

the Rise of  the West 1500-1800

strategy and logistics that took place in the course of  the Early Modern period, amounted to a 

War in the Early Mod-

ern World 1450-1815, that, regardless of  the limited impact of  European colonialism up to the 18th

ating new political, economic, demographic, religious and cultural spaces and links that still greatly 
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and historical anthropology, who look at the history of  European colonial war in a wholly differ
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gunmakers, the alacrity with which the local military cultures incorporated the new military gadgets 

Guns, Sails and Empire

The Military 

Revolution: Military innovation and the Rise of  the West, 1500-1800

War in the early modern world, 1450-1815 

Warfare and weaponry in South Asia 1000-1800
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about the 17th
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VOC
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VOC
11 While still 

VOC warfare, this book brought the military side of  

the VOC

6  Michael W, Charney, Southeast Asian Warfare, 1300-1900 War, Culture and the 

Economy in Java, 1677-1726 Europe and Southeast Asia: the military balance 

archaeology 7

The Military balance Southeast Asian Warfare

8  Ricklefs, War, Culture and the Economy Southeast Asian Warfare, 

Ancient Indonesian Technology

10 Tussen geveinsde vrunden en verklaarde vijanden

11 De Verenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie: Tussen oorlog en diplomatie



4 An undecided battle

The problems of  the current discourse

VOC history from a VOC

VOC

complicated nature that the wars waged by the VOC

of  the VOC VOC into a discourse 

World historians often name the military exploits of  the VOC in one breath with the conquest of  

they had better cannon, fortresses, ships and tactics, these authors feel it their duty to point out that 

like Reid’s Europe and Southeast Asia: the military balance, make all the more clear that this is indeed 

which the European nations were destined and obliged to help and guide the rest of  the world 
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European military superiority was only possible because of  a conspiracy, in which the European 

The VOC: a European organisation?

VOC warfare that is ‘internal’ to the VOC

VOC simply cannot be described as a mere exponent of  

th

VOC: these are also in no way 

European empires was deeply rooted in institutions of  the modern nation state, which simply did 

VOC

14

 Edward Said, Orientalism The Colonizer’s model of  the world: geographi-

cal diffusionism and eurocentric history 

War in the early modern world

14 VOC
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VOC

VOC

VOC was always 

course of  the 17th were no wars between the Dutch Republic and any Asian power 

in early modern times VOC

VOC

world in which it operated, the organisational form that it had, the goals that it set for itself, and the 

VOC cannot be 

interpreted as a purely European party, and therefore to a large degree eludes notions of  a Euro

the complex body that the VOC

Towards a new coherent picture of  VOC warfare

In 1979, Michael Howard published a small booklet called War in European History.

all the way up to the Cold War, and described them in their relation to the society that ‘made’ these 

so, Howard attempted to show how all these forms of  warfare were actually a product or an inal

ienable part

15, working from 

15  Michael Howard, War in European History
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VOC

landsad-

vocaat

Cape, in order to create masse de manoeuvre against other European parties, hopefully getting hold 

VOC’s existence, piracy and trade were really part 

16

VOC was a state 

the VOC did not necessarily correspond with the commercial aims of  the people calling the shots 

VOC, after all, was a trading company, ruled by a board of  direc

this in mind, the VOC and the smaller companies that were its predecessors (the voorcompagnieën)

voorcompagnieën had tried 

VOC continued this policy, for one by sending out Henry 

17

VOC change 

VOC

16 VOC Tussen 

oorlog en diplomatie, 
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Indo-Portuguese History: old issues, new questions 
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VOC

18

initial idea, the VOC

guese led to the conquest of  territory, which subsequently had to be defended, if  only to keep the 

rendezvous

19

and Council (de Hooge Regering) 

Hooge 

Regering 

VOC

Spanish, the VOC

18 De VOC als volkenrechtelijke actor 

19  Somers, De VOC als volkenrechtelijke actor

,
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In this manner, the VOC

Synopsis

acter of  the wars waged by the Chartered Companies or the VOC

VOC

lot of  attention has gone out to this network in terms of  trade and marketing strategies in the past 

general picture of  the political functioning of  the Company, the way in which its functioning had 

VOC

VOC, we will 

ing at the networks which facilitated the VOC


