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start their own mandala

coast, then, consisted of  four kingdoms and many smaller polities ruled by lesser nobles, which 

 In the 

the VOC

VOC system, in which power was trans
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directed against other European parties, but was also conducted by proxy, could be considered the 
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VOC, up to the point where it was 
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such a small number of  soldiers, particularly if  we take into account that the VOC

attack on the city, or that the total number of  nayars, people from the warrior caste on the Malabar 

coast, was at the time estimated to be one and a half  million,50 it seems improbable that the VOC,
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VOC did make use of  lots of  local troops, but these were usually 
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tury, high nobles commonly had standing armies of  5000 horsemen alone, which in times of  war 
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fortress actually built instead of  conquered by the VOC, and its aim of  defending the islands against 

other European parties is clear in its design, which, although humble in setup, follows the Europe

the two reinforced warehouses that were there before Coen conquered the area for the Company, 
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commander had lost his mind, was facing a mutiny of  his own troops and simply surrendered the 
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VOC VOC fortresses were usually 

citadels, with the better part of  the city outside their walls, the warehouses and the administration 

VOC’s political institutions, chain of  command, trade and 

‘physical’ aspect of  the VOC

Secondly, VOC fortresses were also an important factor in the VOC’s maritime hegemony, as for

79 ,

Illustration 1: the defences around Batavia in the 1660s. In the actual city we see Batavia Castle with its four 

bastions. The area around the city houses an elaborate system of  smaller forts and redoubts to protect the city from 

attack by both land and sea.
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VOC grew 

reasons for conquering the Malabar coast was to make sure that no other European power would 
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there, but because A Famosa 
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showed a striking resemblance with European artillery fortresses: they had sloping walls, and the 

did 84 85

VOC

86
VOC, the 

came to blows with the VOC in the 1660s, a good portion of  the artillery that defended the city was 

87

enemy in the Dutch, was one of  the greatest military challenges that the VOC

1666 the VOC decided to launch another expedition against the kingdom, the commander Cornelis 

88

89

84 War in the early modern world

85

86 Asia in the making 

of  Europe, III, a century of  advance 

87 De Oostindische voyagie van Wouter Schou-

ten

88 VOC De VOC: tussen oorlog en diplomatie,

89



The wars of  the Company

Artillery and artillerists

VOC

th

artillerists as yet had no place in European military traditions and hierarchy, and therefore had a 

90

VOC

VOC came from its ability to 

Shipboard artillery was not operated by the VOC’s soldiers but by the sailors, some of  whom were 

boschschieters

soldier signed up as such back in the Republic, artillerists only became artillerists once in the East, 

VOC

sion, but it would at any rate seem that these VOC
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an art at which some societies were better than others, but it certainly was not an art which only 

th century, the Moghul armies were famous for 

locally in the 16th th
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94
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Hooge Regeering informed the directors back home of  the fact that, only two years after 

VOC’s gunpowder 
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